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PFI AT FORTY - 
The Spiritural 
Significance
It is interesting that 40 years ago both Prayer 
for Israel and Intercessors for Britain was 
established.  It is significant because I believe 
Christians have a responsibility to pray for 
their own country - God has set them as 
witnesses within it - and for Israel.  Many 
believers, of course, will see no obligation 

to pray for Israel since, they maintain, God 
has finished with Israel when they rejected 
Jesus.  All the promises concerning Israel 
have now been transferred to the Church as 
the New Israel, so they believe.

I find that an incredible position.  Was God 
caught unawares that Israel would reject 
Messiah, so He had to change His promises 
to Israel and apply them instead to the 
Church?  It is certainly not what my Bible 
teaches.  God states that He has declared 
the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10).  
He revealed that One would come and be 
rejected by men, but would be “wounded for 

at some theological aberrations but on the 
whole one can be more confident in their 
ability to deal with divisive issues than in 
any other western Church.

One other major development is the growing 
relationship in Israel between Messianic 
Jewish and Arab Christian congregations. 
It is wonderful to see a true relationship 
growing, especially at leadership level where 
brothers serve each other sacrificially. Even 
more dramatically is the occasional building 
of contact and trust across the political 
barrier between Israel and the Palestinian 
controlled areas. Thank God that He is 
working powerfully in areas where human 
reach is thwarted. 

Today, PFI stands in a unique position of 
trust with the leaders of all these ministries. 
Who knows where God will direct in the 
days to come? We have been occasionally 
questioned by concerned Prayer partners 
whether because of our interest and concern 
for Arab and other Christian groups, PFI has 
lost its vision. We believe it’s good to ask the 

question, since it is always good to check if 
it has some truth. The honest answer is, we 
believe we have the blessing of God upon us 
because we act according to the following 
set of priorities. Firstly, we continue to make 
the Messianic Body our top priority followed 
closely by the Arab Christian body who also 
live in Israel so long as it demonstrates a 
love for the Word and Spirit of God. These 
together make up the Body of the Messiah 
in the Land of Israel. In addition, if there is 
a distinct possibility of encouraging true and 
viable relationships across the border, then 
we would support that too, so long as the 
initiative comes from the Body in the Land. 

That’s the Vision which we believe was there 
in the beginning and that’s the Vision we 
need to maintain – why, because we don’t 
think anyone has been so called to carry 
this through like PFI. That’s why despite 
the pressures on the ministry, PFI is truly 
blessed by God and if you are involved, than 
God will bless you richly as He has done 
for us. 

Derek Rous
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our transgressions”.  Peter stated that Jesus 
was “delivered over by the predetermined 
plan and foreknowledge of God” and that 
“this Man”, the Jews had “nailed to the 
cross…” (Acts 2:23)  Why should God change 
His mind regarding Israel when He already 
knew what they would do when He wrote of 
their final redemption and glorification?  Paul, 
another Jew, understood that it was only for 
a time that a partial hardness had come over 
their hearts, but eventually “all Israel would 
be saved.” (Romans 11:26)  It is amazing how 
blind we Christians can be sometimes!

What is significant over these last 40 years 
is how many Jews have become believers in 
Jesus the Messiah.  When I first visited Israel 
as a young pastor in 1979, I don’t think there 
were any assemblies of indigenous believers.  
They basically consisted and were led by 
ex-Pats.  There were some Jews who were 
Messianic believers but they were relatively 
few.  Now there are scores of Messianic 
Assemblies and the Church in Israel is one 
of the fastest growing in the world.

Any work of God will always be tested and 
attacked by the Adversary. The Church of the 
New Testament was far from being perfect 
with practically every letter being written 
against a background of deception or error.  
Therefore, it is not surprising that in Israel 
today, there are all the battles associated 
with the battle for the truth.  The Church 
in Israel is no different from the Church in 
Britain.  It is resisted by the same foe.  It is 
affected by false teachers just as the rest of 
the Church, so the battle is not only for men 
and women to be saved,  but to be kept in 
‘the way’.

It is significant that when Paul talks about 
wrestling with principalities and powers, and 

having on the armour for the battle that, 
before he talks about praying for the gospel 
to be made known, he writes: “..pray at all 
times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be 
on the alert with all perseverance and petition 
for all the saints..” (Ephesians 6:18)  He sees 
the battle against the powers of darkness 
being as much for the saints to be preserved 
as he does for strongholds of the enemy to 
be broken.  Paul warns that the Spirit has 
specifically revealed that in later times there 
will be deceiving spirits and doctrines of 
demons causing some to fall away from the 
faith. (1 Timothy 4:1)   It is right, therefore, 
that PFI prays especially for the Messianic 
assemblies and not just that Jews may come 
to know their Messiah.  World-wide, there is 
a colossal battle going on for the truth with 
all manner of deceptions leading the elect 
astray.  The Church in Israel is not exempt 
from this battle.

Yet in the midst of all that is going on, we 
stand as witnesses to a great work of God 
in restoring Israel as a sovereign state even 
as Jesus foretold.  What is more, when the 
Jews returned from the Babylonian exile, 
they were still under the domination of 
Persia, then Greece and Rome.  They were 
a weak nation dominated by others.   Now, 
little Israel, is a dominant independent 
country in the Middle East.   It has never 
experienced such a position since the time of 
David, and we look forward to seeing David’s 
greater Son ruling over that nation.  World 
events are all shaping up for the return of 
our Lord, but there are battles which lie 
ahead, including the battle over Jerusalem 
as prophesied in Zechariah 12 which will 
lead to Israel’s salvation, if we understand 
Scripture correctly.  Tzipi Livni was prepared 
to divide Jerusalem for the sake of a peace 
deal, therefore we even need to pray for the 
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AUTUMN PRAYER 
TOUR REPORT 
Twenty-three prayer partners set off on 
October 27th from Heathrow on the latest 
ten-day Autumn PFI Prayer tour of Israel. 
Four of the party were visiting Israel for the 
first time. Two more would meet up with us 
in the Land. 

The plan was to spend three days in three 
locations renewing fellowship with the local 
ministries and believers and hear reports 
of their work that would direct our hearts 
to specific and determined prayer. This is 
truly a unique privilege afforded PFI which 
has been carefully cultivated over so many 
years. 

What a wonderful privilege to meet the 
twenty-four different groups from all over 
the areas of Tiberias in the east through 
Western Galilee to the coast and then at Yad 
Hashmona meeting people from Jerusalem, 

Beersheva and Tel Aviv. Congregation leaders 
and individual ministries came to us from 
all over the land to share their heart and 
vision. On some days we were also able to 
visit congregations for services, fellowship 
meals and be led round archaeological sites 
by local believers. A prayer visit to the 
Lebanese border at Hanita touched even the 
heart of our Jewish guide. Many days were 
just filled with prayer, Bible study or hearing 
and fellowshipping with those we only read 

about in the bulletin. Other days included 
tours of historical sites like Beit Shean, 

right government to be formed, especially as 
Israel faces an election in the New Year.

In the end, God is still looking for those who 
will be watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem 
and will give Him no rest until He “makes 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” (Isaiah 

62:7)  We have His divine permission to give 
Him no rest on the matter.  We do not know 
how many more years it will be necessary 
to continue with PFI, but like remembering 
the Lord’s Supper, we continue in prayer for 
Israel “until He comes”!

Ray Borlase

Dinner in Shefaram

College in Afula

Jim’s baptism in Jordan


