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This is what so offended the Jewish 
religious institutions. They were struck to 
the heart and desired as a consequence the 
death of every true believer. (Acts 5:33; 
7:54-60)  
 
This spirit of murder is still alive today 
amongst the religious, as was manifest 
recently by the actions in Ariel, Arad, 
Beersheva and many other places. The very 
existence of the Messianic Body, still 
strikes at the heart of the religious system 
in Israel. Those who oppose them still 
believe they are fulfilling Deut 13. But today 
through the outworking of the Gospel, 
Israel is being saved from their greatest 
enemy of all – not Iran, Syria, Egypt or 
HAMAS – but the one who imprisons every 
Jewish and Gentile heart – that is the Devil.  
 
NEED TO GET OUR PRIORITIES RIGHT 
It’s good to contend for Israel at every level 
– politically, strategically and materially. It 
is also helpful to appreciate Israeli arts and 
sciences. It is good to support Israeli 
ministries that travel the world raising 
awareness for their particular ministry. All 
this is good, although one needs to be very 
discerning about some of those who come 
out of Israel claiming to represent the 
Messianic Body. But the greatest surprise 
to me in recent times is how little many 
true “Israel loving” people know of what 
God is actually doing today in the hearts 
and lives of Jewish believers in Israel.  
 
It’s not a matter of blame, instead finding 
ways to fulfil Hebrews 5:2 in awakening 
those who are “unaware” to the greatest 
reality of our times which is undeniably the 
salvation of Israel in the Land of Israel. The 
Spirit of God is at work today in the lives 
of believers in Yeshua who in this 
generation are a living testimony on the 
streets, in the homes, at work, in the 

schools, in the shops, almost anywhere in 
Israel where there are Jewish people. 
Bearing witness to the Messiah Jesus is 
happening largely unnoticed, using natural 
and considerate approaches to their 
neighbours in the course of their daily 
lives, not just in word but also in deed. 
Surely this is the most exciting 
development to stir the hearts of true 
believers in our time.   
 
And one would hope that since this is 
indeed the most important consideration of 
all, Christians would want to support what 
God is doing in the Land. Bringing Jews and 
Arabs to Faith in Jesus and the 
development of the Messianic Body made 
up of Jewish and Arab believers is surely 
the greatest concern of our hearts. This 
‘Peace Process’ bringing in the One New 
Man (Eph 2:15) is a true miracle of our 
times.          Derek Rous 
 
 

"For where two or 
three are gathered 
together in My 
Name . . . ." 
I was once talking with someone about 
prayer, and how it "works" – the idea in 
their mind seemed to be that if one 
organises one's prayers in the right way, 
says the right kind of words in the right 
setting, a kind of mantra, then the answers 
would be guaranteed – a sort of pressing 
the right buttons in the right order to get 
the jackpot – this outlook is in the realm of 
magic.  We know from the Bible that God 
condemns all magic. 
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Our relationship to God is key in our lives.  
Prayer is no different.  The Israelites were 
given clear guidelines by God through 
Moses. For us, what does Jesus say?  Well, 
we need to be "born again", "born of water 
and the Spirit" as it is put in John 3:5.  But 
Jesus goes further.  In John 15:5 He says "I 
am the Vine, you are the branches.  He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing" 
(NKJ).  This looks like two principles – one 
must be born again and remain in Jesus – 
principles that apply equally to prayer time 
as it does to daily living.  In John 12:49-50 
we see the relationship that Jesus has to 
God the Father, "For I have not spoken on 
My own authority; but the Father who sent 
Me gave Me a command, what I should say 
and what I should speak [ie. how to say it].  
And I know that His command leads to 
everlasting life.  Therefore, whatever I 
speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I 
speak".  In the same way, Jesus being the 
head, expects us to do the things He 
commands, and to undertake them in the 
way He asks us to do it.  We all need help 
with this. 
 
Now let's turn to Matthew 18:19-20, which 
Lance Lambert in "The School of Prayer" 
sees as a key principle of corporate prayer, 
"Again I say to you if two of you agree on 
earth concerning anything that they ask, it 
will be done for them by My Father in 
heaven.  For where two or three are 
gathered together in My Name, I am there 
in the midst of them". 
 
The second phrase qualifies the first – 
there cannot be any agreement between us 
(Jesus and us) unless we are fully branches 
of the Vine – Jesus is the Head, we are His 
body. 
 

So, if God through the Holy Spirit is 
directing our prayers, according to His will 
and purposes, then our prayers are of true 
value.  Indeed, if we are not praying the 
prayers that God wants praying, we might 
be praying "neutral" prayers which have no 
eternal value – to put it bluntly, if we are 
not praying the prayers that God wants us 
to pray we are exercising our jaws for 
nothing.  Or worse still, we may find 
ourselves praying counter to God's 
purposes – as it says in Matthew 18:20 God 
needs to be in the midst of us.  And we 
need to be listening to His voice. 
 
Of course there are many other aspects to 
corporate prayer, what helps, what hinders, 
the place of praise and worship, 
preparation before a prayer time, prayer 
group leaders and much more. 
 
I may say to myself, "I know all that, why 
am I bothering to write it down?"  Well I, 
like most of us, need to be reminded of the 
need to actively determine to maintain a 
right and proper relationship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ and with fellow believers to be 
fruitful in prayer.  This is not easy, but 
Jesus will help us with this – apart from 
Me you can do nothing. What a privilege it 
is to humbly sit at the Lord's feet and pray 
the prayers God wants us to pray!    
         
 
See Lance Lambert's "The School of Prayer" 
for valuable insights into 'The nature of 
Corporate Prayer; The leading of the Spirit; 
Watching & Praying; The manifestation of 
the Spirit; The place of the Word of God in 
prayer; Executing the will of God in prayer; 
Hindrances in prayer; and Intercession'. 
Also Stewart Dool's "The Preparation of 
Watchmen" from the PFI 2006 'Roadshow' 
(Tape/CD 2, from Set 4)      John Jenks 
 


